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Medical Center Update

Breathing Easy: The fast and accurate pulmonary 
function test has Merced County breathing a sigh of relief
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Locals Celebrate Lives of Loved Ones

The Mercy Foundation hosted its 5th Annual Celebrate a 
Life tree lighting ceremony at the Mercy Medical Center and 
Cancer Center.  Chaplain Steven V. Heath inspired those who 
gathered to keep close at heart special moments shared with 
loved ones over the years.  This year, Fred Pillsbury received 
the honor of lighting the tree. Fred is a Cancer Center vol-
unteer and has driven patients to and from appointments for 

many years. 
Following the tree lighting, attendees took a candlelight stroll 

through the illuminated healing garden to the Medical Center 
Main Lobby for refreshments and live entertainment. 
Over $10,000 was raised and will be used to purchase equip-

ment, expand patient programs and services, or provide ad-
ditional staff training and education.
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BREATHING EASY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mercy technician Gail Hepper uploads patient information into the 
Pulmonary Function Equipment as patient Jodi Miller looks on.
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For Mercy Merced technician Gail Hepper, her expertise with 
the hospital’s pulmonary function test came in handy when she 
heard her daughter wheeze. 
“It turned out my daughter had asthma,” says Hepper, who has 

more than 30 years of experience in lung testing. “You can’t see 
asthma on an X-ray, and while you can hear it, the only way to 
get the correct diagnosis is with a pulmonary function test.”
Hepper’s daughter is just one of hundreds of children who 

have had asthma diagnosed at Mercy. Since October 2008, 
asthma tests have become much easier, thanks to a new test-
ing machine made possible by a $39,000 investment from the 
Mercy Medical Center Merced Foundation. 
“As of December 2010, Mercy has conducted 500 tests. The 

majority are sixth-, seventh- and eighth-graders, who come to 
Mercy after having trouble breathing during the county’s physi-
cal testing in school,” says Foundation board member Doug 
Fluetsch. “Asthma deters enthusiasm for athletics, but if we get 
the proper treatment to these kids quickly, it lets them know 
that they have an ability to be as active as anyone else.”
Besides asthma, this test can help uncover chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease (COPD) such as bronchitis and emphysema. 
For patients undergoing cancer treatments, the pulmonary 

function test detects any damage done to the lungs during 
radiation and chemotherapy. 
“One common way this test is used is to monitor a patient’s 

lungs over time,” says Hepper,  “So I see many of the same peo-
ple. Over the past two years, I’ve heard from many patients that 

this new machine is so much easier.  There 
is no resistance when a patient breathes in 
and out into the tubing. In the past, some 
machines had resistance so high it was like 
trying to pick up a brick with a straw.”
The accuracy of the test is also much 

higher with the new machine, and capable 
of improving with future upgrades. In fact, 
unlike previous testing machines, results are 
comprehensive enough to allow a diagnosis 

of asthma without further examination.
“As a Foundation, we’re always glad when 

the things we purchase help everybody in 
our community,” says Fluetsch. “but we’re 
particularly glad when something helps the 
youth, especially in Merced, which has a 
large portion of underserved children. It’s 
nice to know the Medical Center’s services 
are reaching that young population.”
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Mercy Cancer Center Updates Include:
• 	The foundation for the linear accelerator is 

	 installed and complete.

•	 The structural steel rebar for the floor is 
	 in place and secure.

•	 The first internal wall frames were constructed and are in place.

•	 Installation of the concrete wall is projected for 
    	 the end of January.


